
Department of Economics
Course Outline

Term: Fall 2004

Course: Economics 355
[Canadian Public Finance]

Section: 01

Time: TR 08:00 ? 09:15 Place: A 140

Instructor: Todd K.T. Hirsch    

Office: SS 1061 Telephone: 220-6102

Office Hours: TR 07:30 ? 08:00
TR 09:30 ? 10:00

E-mail: thirsch@ucalgary.ca  

Textbook(s):

Strick, John, The Public Sector in Canada: Programs, Finance and Policy, Thompson Education Publishing, 1999.

Book(s) on Reserve:

None

Other Required Reading:

TBA ? supplementary articles and publications may be assigned throughout the course (they will be provided) 

Course Description:

The course will cover the role of the government in the economy, including the roles of the federal, provincial and 
municipal levels of government. The course will cover all chapters of the required textbook (Strick), with the exception of 
Chapter 7. The lectures will be based on the topics in the textbook, but will be supplemented with discussion of current 
events and news stories related to government spending, taxation and fiscal policy. Assignments and examinations will 
draw from BOTH the textbook readings and the class discussions.

Blackboard:  This course will make use of Blackboard - students who are registered in the 
course can log on at 
http://blackboard.ucalgary.ca/webapps/login  .It is anticipated that the Blackboard on-line system will be used 
extensively in this course.Topics and Required Readings:Government in the Economy ? the Role of Government, Efficiency and 
  Resource Allocation (Strick Chapters 1-4)The Growth and Theories of Government Spending (Strick Chapters 5-6)How Do We Pay for it All? Financing Government Spending (Strick Chapters 
  8-12)Federal, Provincial and Municipal Governments: Intergovernmental Fiscal 
  Relations (Strick Chapters 13-15)Fiscal Policy in Canada (Strick Chapters 16-17)Grade Determination and Final Examination Details:First Quiz (1/2 Hour in-class)20%Second Quiz(1/2 Hour in-class)20%Essay Assignment 15%Class Participation(In class & on-line)10%Final Examination 35%The two quizzes will be held on Oct.14 and Nov. 18th, and 
will be based on lectures, class discussion, and reading material. Make-up 
quizzes will not be given. In cases of documented illness, documented family 
emergency, or documented religious observance, extra weight will be given to the 
final examination. The essay assignment will be a 1,500 word essay on a current topic 
in government finance (eg. a critical discussion of new spending or cuts to 
spending, etc.). Proposals and ideas for these topics can be discussed with the 
instructor during office hours or on Blackboard. The essay can be submitted at 
any time during the course, but all essays must be received by the last day of 
class.Class participation is strongly encouraged in this course. Grades will be 
assigned based on attendance, participation in class discussion, and on-line 
discussion via Blackboard.
There will be a Registrar scheduled final examination, lasting 2 hours 
and held in the classroom. Quizzes and exams will involve both multiple choice 
and short answer questions.Quizzes, essays, class participation, and final exams are marked on a 
numerical (percentage) basis, and then converted to letter grades. The course 
grade is then calculated using the weights indicated above. As a guide to 
determining standing, these letter grade equivalences will generally apply:A+90 ? 100B+77 - 79C+67 - 69D+56 - 59A85 - 89B73 - 76C63 - 66D50 - 55A-80 - 84B-70 - 72C-60 - 62F0 - 49Students seeking reappraisal of a piece of graded term work (term paper, 
essay, etc.) should discuss their work with the instructor within two weeks of 
the work being returned to the class. If, for some reason, the distribution of grades determined using the 
aforementioned conversion chart appears to be abnormal the instructor reserves 
the right to change the grade conversion chart if the instructor, at the 
instructor's discretion, feels it is necessary to more fairly represent 
student achievement. A passing grade on any particular component of the course 
is not required for a student to pass the course as a whole.Notes:Contacting the Instructor: You are asked to observe and respect my office 
hours. Office hours will be 1/2 hour before and 1/2 hour after 
each lecture.If you wish to meet me outside of these times, please make an appointment 
with me beforehand. As I am not located on-campus, I intend to use the 
Blackboard system extensively for communicating with students. Students are 
encouraged to use Blackboard as much as possible.Calculators WILL NOT be allowed during the writing of tests or final 
examinations.Students? Union Vice President Academic:
    Laura Schultz
    Phone: 220-3911
    E-mail 
suvpaca@ucalgary.ca  Students? Union Faculty Representative (Social Sciences)
    Carina McDonald
    Phone: 220-3913 Office: MSC 251
    E-mail 
socialscirep@su.ucalgary.caSociety of Undergraduates in Economics (S.U.E.)
    E-mail 
socuecon@ucalgary.caSafewalk / Campus Security: 220-5333* * * * * *TKTH/pmb
2004-07-12
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